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PEDICULOSIS (LICE) 
  
Background  
HPSD recognizes that pediculosis, or the state of being infected with lice, is not a disease or a health 
issue. It is, however, a social nuisance that needs to be managed through coordinated efforts between 
parents, school staff and the community in a manner that is sensitive to the needs of students.  
 
Procedures 
1. General 

1.1. Schools are encouraged to develop screening procedures, through consultation with Alberta 
Health Services, to conduct head lice inspections using school staff trained in identification of 
lice and/or their nits. 

1.2. As an awareness campaign, an information package will be sent home with each student in 
September and January (Form 161A - Awareness Notice to Parents).  

1.3. Students suspected of having pediculosis will be notified and supported in a confidential, non-
judgmental manner. 

1.4. If there is evidence that a student may be infected, the principal will contact the parent to 
confirm the child is infected and to request treatment of the student as soon as possible. 

1.4.1. Form 161B - Parent Notification will be sent home with the student to further alert the 
parent.  

1.4.2. The principal may decide to resend Form 161A - Awareness Notice to Parents to all 
students within the class as a precautionary measure.  

1.5. If feasible, the parent will pick up the student to commence treatment. 
1.6. The student may return to school after a treatment has been applied to kill the lice.  

1.6.1. A follow-up check by a trained school staff member will occur when the child returns to 
school. 

1.7. If it is necessary for the student to remain home during treatment, the school will ensure the 
educational program continues by providing work as appropriate. 

 
2. Roles and Responsibilities  

2.1. Parents 
2.1.1. It is necessary for parents to assume the major responsibility for the identification and 

treatment of lice. 
2.1.2. Parents should: 

2.1.2.1. Be aware of the signs and symptoms of infestation. 
2.1.2.2. Be familiar with the technique for examining hair for lice and nits. 
2.1.2.3. As part of regular hygiene routine, examine their children’s head on a regular 

basis for signs of infestation. 
2.1.2.4. Notify the school and others who have come into contact with the child who has 

lice. 
2.1.2.5. Be aware of the importance of treatments and environmental control measures 

within the home. 
2.1.2.6. Carry out treatment in consultation with Alberta Health Services, a pharmacist or 

family physician for appropriate treatment measures. 
2.1.2.7. Inform the school when treatment has been completed. 
2.1.2.8. To prevent further infestation, inspect the child’s hair to identify and remove all 

nits. 
 

2.2. Schools shall: 
2.2.1. Manage a screening program. 
2.2.2. Distribute information about head lice awareness to all families in September and 

January and as needed. 
2.2.3. Notify parents by phone and letter when their child is suspected of having pediculosis. 
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2.3. Teachers shall:  

2.3.1. Promote and teach preventative measures for the control of head lice (e.g., teach 
students not to share any item used on the head. Store hats in coat sleeves or in plastic 
bags.) 

2.3.2. Report suspected cases to the staff member trained in screening for lice. 
2.3.3. Assist in distributing literature to families. 

 
REFERENCES 
Education Act Sections 3, 11, 33, 52, 53, 196, 197, 222 
Public Health Act 
Appendix 1 – Alberta Health Services - Head Lice and How to Treat Them 
 
HPSD Forms  
161A - Notice (Class Notice to Parents about Head Lice) 
161B - Student (Parent Notification) 

https://hpsd.ca/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=23364745
https://hpsd.ca/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=23364745
https://hpsd.ca/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=23364747
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APPENDIX 1 

https://hpsd.ca/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=23364747
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https://hpsd.ca/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=23364747
https://hpsd.ca/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=23364747
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